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A Second Chance at LifeOn the sunny morning of Tuesday, September 11, 2001, terrorists

murdered more than twenty-seven hundred people in an attack on New York City.Thousands died

when a hijacked Boeing 767 slammed into Tower One of the World Trade Center.It was first blood.

For Leslie Haskin, it was a second chance at life.This is the riveting account of Leslie's harrowing

escape--down 36 floors in a doomed and dying building and away from a life focused on perks,

prestige, and power. The intervening months brought crippling mental and emotional distress, but

from the rubble and ashes, the corporate climber rediscovered the faith of her childhood and now

embraces a new life of serving others.
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It's rare that I read a book that is so graphic in its depiction of horror that I feel like I need to set it

down and walk away for a while. Between Heaven and GROUND ZERO is such a book. In it, Leslie

Haskin, an insurance company executive, pulls no punches in recounting her harrowing escape

from the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001."More than anything, I wish I could speak of



joy that came through all of the suffering on that particular morning, but I cannot. There was none, "

she writes. "However, in the greatest moments of desperation and overwhelming sorrow, God's

loving and outstretched arms were waiting for my acceptance. I now know that His holy presence

and peace called to me at every point of overwhelming despondency and paralyzing trepidation.I

know that the Lord walked with me through that concourse. Yea, though I walk through the valley of

the shadow of death...He held me as my head turned about quickly and my eye scoped every inch

of what remained. I will fear no evil.It was another place entirely. It was surreal, like a 3-D movie; too

gigantic and slow to participate in, yet too fast for retreat. I felt vulnerable and very mortal. For thou

art with me.Everything I saw broke my heart a little more. Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me...

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the hour of the

Lord for ever.Amen."In a note to the reader and at the beginning of the book, Haskin acknowledges

that her story is just one fragment of the mosaic of personal stories that make up the truth about

what happened on 9/11.
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